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Senator Hanson-Young, Sarah asked: 
 
Is the Department aware of improved rates of breastfeeding and the associated health benefits 
for mother and babies under the current PPL system? Has the government estimated how the 
proposed scheme will alter these health benefits for mothers and babies? Would you agree 
that breastfeeding rates and duration are likely to fall as a result of this policy?  
 
Answer: 
 
The Paid Parental Leave (PPL) Phase 4 evaluation report, released December 2014, 
concluded that among all PPL mothers there had been a small increase in the proportion of 
mothers who continue breastfeeding at all time-points after about six months after a birth. 
 
As outlined in Figure 3.3 attached (PPL Phase 4 evaluation report, p. 64), this effect was 
concentrated among fixed term and self employed mothers, those not affected by the 2015 
Budget measure. 


